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Special Delivery
by John Gery
This kindness you offer 
like a parcel left on my stoop
for a neighbor I don't know 
except to nod to now and then 
may well end up
down the street in the mouths 
of those roaming pack dogs 
we usually report 
to higher authorities.
Yet who would care, really,
except you?
And would anyone’s kindness 
find its way this far 
in the first place if 
I didn't bother to accept
the burden of its generosity 
as provided (and if 1 may say 
so. gingerly, too)?
You and the trouble 
you've taken, in the long run,
depend on me regardless 
of your motives.
Besides, as busy as 1 am,
I'm little inclined toward 
true acts
of compassion. I care more 
for my own bliss in the company 
of those I love.
In fact, like the cadre 
of cats in the backyard
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of that gray woman across 
the alley, your calling me 
this way aggravates 
the entire neighborhood 
of my self-assurance, so
don't expect me to be graceful!
Hey! I didn’t ask for this!
It stuns me, a small package 
I can't figure out 
how to open yet.
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